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CHICAGO FIRE FC FALLS 3-2 TO COLUMBUS CREW 

Chicago Fire captain Rafael Czichos scored his first MLS regular season goal, and his third of the
season for the Fire after scoring two penalty kicks in the 2022 Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup.
Midfielder Chris Mueller tallied his second goal of the season for the Fire, along with his first assist for the
Club. Mueller was acquired by the Fire on May 5 from Scottish Premier League side Hibernian F.C. and
has tallied 24 goals and 21 assists in his MLS career. 
The Fire’s starting lineup had an average age of 23 years and 7 months, with seven players 23 or
younger, including Jhon Durán (18), Jhon Espinoza (23), Brian Gutierrez (19), Federico Navarro (22),
Miguel Navarro (23), Gaga Slonina (18) and Carlos Terán (21). 
Chicago Fire first-year head coach Ezra Hendrickson faced his former team for the first time tonight.
Hendrickson was part of Caleb Porter’s staff from 2019 to 2021 before being named the 10th full-time
head coach in Club history on Nov. 24, 2021. 

 Chicago Fire FC (4-10-5, 17 points) fell 3-2 to Columbus Crew (6-5-7, 25 points) on Saturday night at
Soldier Field. 
The Fire dominated the first half, opening the scoring in the 29th minute with a goal by captain Rafael
Czichos. The play began off the first corner kick of the game, as Chris Mueller played it short to Xherdan
Shaqiri. The Schaumburg native overlapped Shaqiri and curled the ball into the box where captain Rafael
Czichos was able to redirect the ball to the back of the net to put the Fire up by one. 
The Fire doubled the lead in the 41st minute when Mueller netted his second goal of the season.
Homegrown Brian Gutiérrez slotted in Jhon Durán behind the Crew’s backline, who found an ongoing
Mueller on the far post and the midfielder smashed a low left-footed finish past Columbus goalkeeper Eloy
Room. 
The Crew would complete a comeback with a trio of late second-half goals to secure the road win. In the
63rd minute, Derrick Etienne Jr. went one-on-one with goalkeeper Gaga Slonina and slotted the ball home to
put the Crew on the scoreboard. Etienne Jr. would earn a brace with the equalizer in the 75th minute, while
newly-acquired forward Juan “Cucho” Hernández tallied the game-winner in the 83rd minute in his MLS
debut.
Chicago were reduced to 10 men in the 90th minute when a red card was issued to defender Miguel
Navarro.
NEXT MATCH: Chicago continues its three-game homestand with a match against Toronto FC on
Wednesday, July 13 at Soldier Field. Beginning at 7:00 p.m, the match will be televised on WGN-TV and
CF97 Live, and transmitted locally in Spanish on TUDN 1200 AM. Tickets available here. 

Notes:

ARTICLE BY: CH
ICAG

O
 FIRE SO

CCER CLU
B

https://click.fanmail.chicagofirefc.com/?qs=816501540114962b8351214329288aeb4ae33e6cdd39dc10159eb823e26fa1b55710101ba4363365bca5de4027337207310f1abca371511f


IMAGES BY: KENNETH FERNANDEZ
@LMDMEDIAGROUP



SERVICE YOU DESERVE

BRING IT!
C O N S I S T E N T  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  P A S S I O N

GET IN TOUCH WITH US TODAY!

CONTACT INFORMATION: (773) 875- 9899 / TICO@LMDMEDIAGROUP.COM


